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One of several informative brochures being prepared to inrorm proTessionai 
educators of the research and development activities of the Department ot 
Curriculum of the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, this booklet discusses the 
nature of the Modern Language Center and gives details of its scope, activities, and 
plans for developing second language teaching and learning in Canada. Following a 
descriptive outline of the Center’s areas of study and its five-fold function, there is a 
rundown of current and projected developmental activities and research interests. 
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Foreword 



The Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, created in July, 1965, func- 
tions as an educational research institute, as a center for curriculum 
development, and also as a graduate school conducting programs leading 
towards advanced degrees of the University of Toronto. 

In 1967, the Board of Governors of oise recognized the need to establish 
a modem language unit as a task of national importance. 

In the same year, Dr. H. H. Stem of the University of Essex, England, 
was invited to become the first director of this project and he came to 
Canada in the Spring of 1968. The modem language unit, created in the 
Department of Curriculum, has now carried out six months of preparatory 
activity and is ready to function - although as yet on a small scale. Design- 
ated by its present informal name of Modem Language Center*, the unit 
has considerable potential for the development of second-language teaching 
and learning in Ontario and Canada. 

As a means of bringing professional educators to a better understanding 
of the research and development program of the Department of Curriculum, 
several informative brochures are in preparation. The present one has been 
prepared by Professor Stem to give interested readers an idea of the nature 
of this center with details of its scope, activities and plans. 
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